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Herself more safe than humankind.

Then she relates how Cselia,
The Lady here, strips her array.

And girdles her in homespun bays,                     345

Then makes her conversant in lays
Of birds, and swains more innocent.,
That ken not guile or courtshipment.
Now walks she to her bow'r to dine
Under a shade of eglantine,                                350

Upon a dish of Nature's cheer,
Which both grew dress'd and served up there;
That done, she feasts her smell with posies
Pluck'd from the damask cloth of roses,
Which there continually doth stay,                     355

And only frost can take away;
Then wagers which hath most consent,
Her eye; ear, hand, her gust or scent.

Entranced Alexis sees and hears,

As walking above all the spheres;                        360

Knows and adores this, and is wild
Until with her he live thus mild.
So that which to his thoughts he meant
For loss of her a punishment,

His arms hung up and his sword broke,              365

His ensigns folded, he betook
Himself unto the humble crook;
And for a full reward of all,
She now doth him her shepherd call,
And in a see of flow'rs instal;                             370

Then gives her faith immediately,
Which he returns religiously;
Both vowing in her peaceful cave
To make their bridal-bed and grave.

But the true joy this pair conceiv'd,                375

Each from the other first bereav'd,
And then found, after such alarms
Fast pinioned in each other's arms.
Ye panting virgins, that do meet
Your loves within their winding-sheet,                380

Breathing and constant still ev'n there;
Or souls their bodies in yon' sphere,
Or angels men return'd from hell,
And separated minds can telL